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1. INTRODUCTION

Mexico’s Quintana Roo region is a tourist Mecca for people looking for 
white sand beaches, turquoise water and Mexican food.  At its center, 
Cancun is a busy and noisy metropolis with a population of over 700,00 
people.
As soon as you leave Cancun, the hectic goes away.  Towns to the south, 
like Playa del Carmen, Tulum, Akumal, Puerto Aventuras and the island 
of Cozumel, are getting more and more vacationers and expats every 
year and get more and more touristy.

People looking for deeply relaxing vacations off the main beaten bath 
are turning towards Isla Mujeres and Isla Holbox for more authentic 
Mexican vacations.  Isla Mujeres, has become quite popular in the last 
several years, but still has some authenticity, you just need to look for 
it.  And, it has one of the best beaches in Mexico: Playa Norte
Holbox is still the off-the-beaten path vacation spot that some people 
are craving for.  Here, it helps to speak Spanish and cash is still king.
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The climate that you can expect is shown here:
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2.1 DISCLAIMER

In this guide I am doing my best to give you the most accurate 
information.  Over time, however, prices, times, and even attractions 
are subject to change.  Therefore, I and backpackandsnorkel.com 
cannot be held responsible for the experiences of users while traveling.  
I strongly suggest that you write or call the attractions you plan to visit 
for confirmation when you make your travel plans. 
Also, please stay alert, be aware of your surroundings and keep an eye 
on your belongings.   Pickpockets and other criminals can easily ruin 
even the best planned vacation.

2.2 COPYRIGHT

This website and its content is copyright of "Rudy at Backpack & 
Snorkel". All rights reserved. Any redistribution or reproduction of part 
or all of the contents in any form is prohibited. The content on this site 
(including photos) may not be sold, reprinted, or used for commercial 
purposes without the written consent of "Rudy at Backpack & 
Snorkel". You may not, except with our express written permission, 
distribute or commercially exploit the content. Nor may you transmit it 
or store it in any other website or other form of electronic retrieval 
system.
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3. ISLA MUJERES

3.1 WHY YOU SHOULD GO

Isla Mujeres in Mexico has stolen our hearts and we consider it to be 
our personal paradise! It features white sand beaches (Playa Norte is 
supposedly Mexico's best beach), turquoise water and authentic 
Mexican food. Playa Norte has good swimming, good snorkeling - even 
for beginners - and good sunbathing.
The island is a short ferry ride from Cancun, but really a world 
away. Cancun is busy, somewhat hectic and a tourist trap. Isla Mujeres 
is relaxed and much more authentic. With Playa Norte, it has Mexico's 
best beach (that's what they say and I totally believe that is true), it has 
a touristy downtown area but also plenty of authentic Mexican food 
that you can buy for very little money.
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3.5.1 PLAYA NORTE (MAP, REVIEWS)

The star attraction of Isla Mujeres is Playa Norte - it is often called the 
best beach in Mexico and I believe there is some truth to it. It runs the 
entire length of the Eastern side of Isla Mujeres.
As you may have guessed, Playa Norte is busy, so if you look for 
tranquility, then you may want to consider other beaches or go there 
early. It will be packed in the afternoon, especially the Southern parts 
of this beach.

Tip: Since most visitors don't get to the Playa Norte beach before 10am 
or even 11am, you can still have some quiet time and a mostly empty 
beach before 10am.
The southern part of Playa Norte consists of compacted seashell 
powder with a thin soft seashell powder layer on top. The seashell 
powder is much thicker in the Northern part of the beach and walking 
there is a lot easier.
Playa Norte has good snorkeling. Please go to the Isla Mujeres 
Snorkeling pages for more detailed information and photos and videos.
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3.7.1 ISLA MUJERES SIGN

The "ISLA MUJERES" sign is located here.

3.7.2 PARTYING AND SHOPPING (MAP)

The busy downtown (Av. Guerrero, Miguel Hidalgo, Av Rueda Medina) 
area with tons of restaurants and souvenir stores, a bank and 
supermarkets is only 3 blocks away.
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4 HOLBOX

4.1 WHY YOU SHOULD VISIT HOLBOX (MAP)

Are you looking to relax on uncrowded white sand beaches with 
turquoise water and are you looking to get away from it all? Look no 
further, Isla Holbox in Mexico may fit your bill.

Holbox is a small town in the Northern part of the Mexico's Yucatan 
peninsula. It is far away off the beaten path that you can relax on its 
beautiful beaches without being surrounded by tons of other noisy 
people. It is close enough to civilization that you can enjoy A/C and 
electricity 24h a day, but far away enough away that there are only golf 
carts, bicycles and pedestrians on its compacted dirt roads, and sadly 
very unreliable and slow internet.

There is no decent snorkeling off any of the beaches, but there are 
plenty of tours that bring you to do whale watching and discover a 
multitude of birds and plants on deserted islands.
We have traveled the world and I can honestly say that we have found 
the most beautiful and diverse sea shells on Holbox's beaches.
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Another convenient but more expensive way is to hire a private 
transfer service. Expect to pay >US$100 per person with some private 
transfer companies from the Cancun airport to the Chiquila ferry pier.

Due to the odor problem on the ADO bus on the way to Chiquila, we 
decided to take a different way back to Cancun. In town and on the 
beach there were several agents that advertised shared transportation 
in a mini bus for 350 Pesos per person from the Chiquila ferry dock to 
the Cancun airport. This was a good decision. There are several 
companies that do that trip several times per day. They typically use 
mini buses that hold 6 customers. Our driver made one restroom stop 
and the entire transfer to the airport took about 2h 10min.
The shuttles are easy to find: just exit the Chiquila ferry dock and turn 
right into the parking lot - there will be several mini buses waiting. Be 
advised that your bus may not arrive at the pick-up point more than 10 
min before the scheduled departure.

At the Cancun airport, we asked the driver if he could drop us off at our 
hotel which was approx. 2 miles away and he said that it would cost us 
500 Pesos. As this is ridiculous, we left and called the hotel for their 
free shuttle service.

Holbox has a small airport and the airline that serves it is called Aero 
Saab (http://aerosaab.com/). A flight from Cancun to Holbox will set 
you back a little over US$700 per person. But I am sure you will have 
great views. Here are some views of Holbox from the airplane that flew 
us from the US to Cancun:
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In my opinion, the sand banks are the best place to be. You will be 
surrounded by beautiful turquoise water, and share the white sand 
banks only with a few other people that relax there and with people 
that walk all the way to the border with the Yum Balam Park.

There is also very little to no sea grass. The rest of Holbox beach has 
sea grass on the beach. The Western part has comparably little and the 
hotel where we stayed even cleaned it up, so there was almost none.
In the Eastern part the beach is typically wider and there is also more 
sea grass. Especially in the area up to about 150-300ft East and West of 
the Holbox sign, there can be quite a bit of seagrass which you may not 
want to walk through.

One of the things that I like very much is that you don’t see any high 
rise hotels on the beach. You only see one or two story huts with 
thatched roofs that blend in with the palm tree lined beaches and give 
Holbox a paradise-like charm. Unlike other Mexican islands, there is no 
loud music all over the beach and you don’t see yachts and tour boats 
covering the horizon. And, as there is plenty of space, people do not 
crowd the beaches like in a sardine can.
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4.9.2 PLAYA TORTUGA (MAP)

We walked from out hotel along the beach to the Western edge of 
Holbox. Playa Tortuga begins shortly after the beach turns left 
(South). The beach got its name because every year turtles bury their 
eggs here. When the turtles hatch and race towards the ocean, it is 
strictly forbidden to touch them.
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4.11 SEA SHELLS

From street are to the artwork that mother nature produces: Holbox is 
a paradise for sea shell lovers. Firstly, there are large sea shell areas 
and secondly, we have found some of the most interesting sea shells in 
Holbox. Here is a photo:
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